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1. Enter the show ring and line up

2. Kneel down beside your dog and drape the leash around your neck

3. Stack your dog – after dog is stacked hold dog by the collar with your right hand.  If your dog is a bit nervous you may place your left hand on your dog’s right flank.  Be careful that you fingers do not reach across your dog’s stomach so that they are visible by the judge.  It distracts from the side view of your dog.  MAKE EYE CONTACT WITH THE JUDGE

4. Judge’s examination – be prepared to show dog’s BITE 

(place right hand under dog’s muzzle and left hand on top of dog’s muzzle.  Using your 

fingers gently separate dog’s upper and lower lips to show the judge the dog’s teeth)

Note:  Small dogs are examined on the show table so be sure to lift your dog gently 

onto the table if your dog is small).

5. “Down and Back”

      Remember to go at the speed appropriate for your dog.  Always turn to your right so

      the dog stays on the outside of the turn.

6. “Triangle”  

            The judge may ask you to make a “triangle” instead of doing a “down and back”.  You 

            go away from the judge in a straight line, then you make a left turn and proceed across

            the show ring approximately 25 feet.  You make another left turn and return to the 

            judge.  

REMEMBER:  In steps 5 & 6: whenever you are in a position to comfortably look at the judge you must remember to make eye contact with the judge.

7. After you have been judged individually you will be asked to go to the end of the line.  YOU ARE STILL BEING JUDGED AT THIS POINT SO CONTINUE TO LOOK SHARP.  You will leave the judge and take you dog in a circle around the ring and end up at the end of the line of dogs that are still waiting to be judged.

8. The judging line is to move up one spot as each dog is judged.  

9. As soon as the judge is completing the physical exam and triangle/down & back of the final dog in the ring ALL of the other handlers need to be sure that their dogs are restacked and ready for work.  As soon as the judge sends the final dog to the end of the line he/she will turn around and face the entire group and he/she will expect to see all of the dogs restacked.  This may be your last chance to stand out to the judge so be sure that you are ready.

10. If the judge is having a hard time deciding which handler and dog to choose as the winners he/she may ask individuals to do the down and back or triangle again.

11. The judge may also walk behind the row of dogs that are being shown.  If this happens, be sure to move to the side of the dog opposite the side that the judge is on.  This will ensure that you are not blocking the judge’s clear view of your dog.
12. After all dogs have been judged you will be asked to walk in a circle around the ring as a group.  Do not pass any dog that may be in front of you unless you are instructed to do so by the judge.  It is the leader’s responsibility to stop in the same spot as they originally started (the circle only goes around once).

13. The judge will decide the placement of all of the handlers and will reveal his/her decision to the ring steward.  The final placement will be written down in the log book and then the judge will do the presentation of the awards.
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